
Radium Girls: Audition Packet
(Cuts Provided after Character Breakdown)
Radium Girls – Character Descriptions
*Actors may be given multiple roles except Grace and Roeder. This
show can be done with only 10 actors, but we will probably cast
more actors than that.

● Grace Fryer: Top notch dial painter, who is the heroine of
this story. Must have innocence and naivety but also display
strength and fortitude. Age 15-26

● Arthur Roeder: President of U.S. Radium Corp, ambitious/cold
hearted but not malicious. Becomes president of the U.S.
Radium Corp. after the founder, Dr. Von Sochocky, leaves the
company. Being so enamored by the new possibilities of science
and the future, his businessman-like nature is softened in
comparison to Lee, though  he’ll fight for his business. Age
24-65

● Kathryn Schaub: Grace's co-worker and partner in battle. She
experiences everything Grace does and does so with sincerity
and humility. She is the most romantic of the three girls,
always filled with ideas of love and beauty (and gossip). She
provides contrast to her cousin, Irene. After Irene’s death,
Kathryn is
the first to really sense the danger they’re all in. She is
the second of the dial painter girls to die. Age 15-20

● Irene Rudolph: Grace's co-worker who is one of the first to
succumb to her illness. She is the more pragmatic of the three
girls – down-to-earth, straightforward, almost cynical, and
sometimes tactlessly blunt. Age 17-20s

● Edward Markley: U.S. Radium Corp.'s Legal Representative.
Struggles with making ethical choices.

● C.B. "Charlie" Lee: V.P. of U.S. Radium Corp. Very committed
to company and will support it no matter what

● Dr. Von Sochocky: Inventor of luminous paint. True scientist
and validates everything with scientific fact but does so with
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humanity and caring in the end; Will require actor to speak
with Ukrainian accent

● Mrs. Alma MacNeil: Supervisor, U.S. Radium Corp. The
supervisor of the dial painter girls, and possibly Irish. She
is a hard woman who is concerned with her work and its
quality, likely to a fault. She promotes the idea that “it’s
not for us to be askin’ questions …

● Tom Kreider: Grace's fiancé, and a postal worker. Though he is
somewhat concerned about money, he is more concerned with
getting married to Grace and starting a life with her. He
lives in the moment, and wants to enjoy what life has to offer
now. He’s a simple man, but sweet, romantic, and generally "a
traditional boy”

● Diane Roeder: Arthur Roeder's wife, she enjoys being the wife
of a company president, and cares about her husband and his
company (she reads the financial pages and other such
publications). She believes in the good that her husband is
able to do.

● Anna Fryer: Grace’s mother, and the mother of many other
children. She is a pragmatic woman, concerned with finances
and all things practical.

● Katherine Wiley: Executive Director, NJ Consumer's League. She
is a strong-willed woman with moral fiber, and works to help
Grace go to trial against the U.S. Radium corp. It is through
her influence that the story goes to the newspapers

● Raymond Berry: The attorney for the dial painters. He comes up
with the loophole around the statue of limitations which had
been preventing the “Radium Girls” from going to court.

● Dr. Cecil Drinker: Harvard Industrial Hygienist
● Harriet Roeder: Daughter of Arthur and Diane. Tree climbing

gal. Doesn't hold back in her honesty. Age 9-30
● Dr. Harrison Martland: Chief medical examiner for Essex

County, commented on the study of Radium as a cure for
crippling arthritis, like Mrs. Michaels’ case. He is skeptical
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of the cure-all effects of
radium, always advising further study.

● Dr. Joseph Knef: First Irene’s dentist, then Grace’s. He
advises Grace to go to the
company for help on the grounds that the company should feel
responsible. Later, he tries to make a deal with the company
to come up with a “favorable diagnosis” for any of the factory
girls who come to see him.

● Dr. Marie Curie: Polish by birth (she has the Polish accent),
and French by marriage (husband is
Pierre). She is credited with the “discovery” of radium. She
believes in the healing qualities of
radium, particularly as a cure for cancer. She dies shortly
afterward.

● Frederick Flinn: Columbia University Industrial Hygienist
● Reporter: Jack Youngwood. He, like the Sob Sister, follows the

story of the “Radium Girls” and gives them publicity.
● Sob Sister: Nancy Jane Harlan, a tabloid reporter – the New

York Graphic’s only girl reporter. She
follows the story of the “Radium Girls” and gives them
publicity, though the presentation of her stories
tend to be a little more scandalous and outrageous.

● William J.A. Bailey: Entrepreneur, manufacturer of From
Orange, New Jersey (the play’s setting.) The inventor of
Radithor, the Radium “cure-all” elixir.

● Society Woman, Mrs. James (Cora) Middleton, a “well-heeled,
well-spoken woman of dignity. She
takes a great interest in science." She is involved in the
Woman’s Club of Orange.

● Other Roles: Townspeople, Courtroom, Employees of U.S. Radium
Corp

3



Character Sides/Cuts for Callback Auditions and/or Monologue

Please read through the scenes in which you’ve been called back.

Due to time constraints, we may not get to all these scenes in the call back.

Kathryn, Grace, Irene, McNeil

The girls have just returned from the funeral of their fellow worker Amelie, she is
the first to die from the radiation, although the girls don’t realize it.
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Grace and Kate:

The moment before: Grace is visiting Kate in the hospital. Kate is thrilled for the
company, but finally facing the reality of her own mortality and the potential loss of the
case.
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Grace & Tom

The moment before: Tom&Grace discuss their future as a married couple. Now Grace is
fully aware that their plans of a home and family are not going to happen. She’s
trying to make him realize it too.
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Grace and Wiley:
The moment before: Grace is asking Wiley for help with her case from the
Consumer’s League.
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Flinn & Grace:
The moment before: Dr. Flinn has been hired by the Radium plant. to check on the
sick girls and declare that they are fit and healthy, even though it’s untrue.
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Sob Sister
The moment before: This little scene gives us a taste of the news and gossip being

spread around town. The Sob Sister is trying to convince Grace to sell her story.

12



Mrs. Roeder & Roeder
The moment before: The court case is becoming quite stressful for Roeder. He is starting to question his own

complicity in the illness and death of the girls, and turns to his wife for support.
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Von sochocky and Roeder
The moment before: Von sochocky is finally honest with Roeder concerning the deathly effects of the paint

and the evidence which proved it.
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Berry, Markley, and Court Judge:
The moment before: Berry is a lawyer, trying to convince the Court that the girls have a case and

should be allowed to sue the Radium company. Markely is working as the lawyer for the Co.
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Knef & Roeder:
The Moment Before: Knef wants to profit off of this Radium scheme, he comes to Roeder with a proposition,

hoping to be paid to lie to the girls regarding their condition, as well as decieve court.
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